
202 S Chestnut Avenue 
Architectural Style: Neoclassical Revival  

Marshfield Post Office 

                                                                                                                                                    

Finished in 1931, the Post Office (not flat 

roofed rear addition) was the first federally 

owned Post Office in Marshfield. The corner 

stone was laid in 1930 by “Acting Supervis-

ing Architect” James A. Wetmore. It has a 

shingled hip roof. Its main façade, facing 

Chestnut, gives access to the lobby. The en-

try doors & side windows are pulled out 

from the façade, which is constructed of 

limestone & brick & set on a limestone base. 

Limestone is the primary trim material 

throughout: pilasters supporting a denticu-

lated cornice which extends around the pe-

rimeter of the building, carved eagle within the cornice; sides of the granite & concrete entry 

stairs. The parapet wall at the top & dark band below the eagle unify the main façades symmet-

rical composition. Windows & entry doors are not original.  

                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

The American Bald Eagle is our national bird, 

symbolizing strength. 

The “fasces” symbol is ancient.  It is literally 

many rods (usually wood) bundled together, 

making the united bundle very strong.  It was 

originally used in ancient Italy to symbolize a 

magistrate’s authority over subjective areas or 

communities, with an axe blade protruding 

from the bundle.  In the last few centuries it 

came to symbolizes “unity.,”  the French Revo-

lution & the American Revolution stating 

“Together we stand, divided we fall.” More re-

cently it was used as the root word for 

“fascism.” 



 



 



 

 

The above and previous two pages are excerpted from the National Register of Historic Places Application Form 

for the Marshfield Post Office.  The application in its entirety can be found at:  file:///C:/Users/Mother/Documents/

Local%20History%20stuff/Brochure%20Folders/National%20Register%20Applications/Marshfield%20Post%

20Office%20202%20S%20Chestnut%20Ave%20National%20Register%20Application.pdf 

 

The following ten photos were also included with the National Register of Historic Places Application.  The Photos 

can be found at:  file:///C:/Users/Mother/Documents/Local%20History%20stuff/Brochure%20Folders/National%

20Register%20Applications/Marshfield%20Post%20Office%20202%20S%20Chestnut%20Ave%20Photos.pdf 

 

The following information is the same for all photographs: 

Marshfield Post Office  

Marshfield, Wood County, Wisconsin  

Photo by Joseph Jurkiewicz, 1993  

Negatives in the possession of HNTB, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

1. Building cornerstone.  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

2. Interior view, lobby.  
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3. Interior view, lobby.  4. Façade  detail.  

8. Façade detail.  7. Façade  detail.  

6. Side elevation, looking east.  5. Rear elevation, looking northeast.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Front elevation, looking southwest. 9. Façade detail.  

For additional historical and architectural information on the Post Office see the link to the        

Wisconsin Historical Society:           https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Property/HI55570 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

There are many addresses throughout the city 

of Marshfield, WI that can claim to have been 

the city’s Post Office at one time or another, 

businesses and private homes.  This building 

sat in the 100 block of E 3rd St. and is the first 

building built by the City of Marshfield for the 

purpose of a Post Office (1902-1923).  It also 

served as the city’s telephone building from 

1902-1958 and had meeting rooms for many 

city groups and clubs.  It was razed in July of 

1964. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Post cards images of the Marshfield, Wisconsin Post Office. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
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