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A Preservation Problem

Paper doesn’t work too well. Today’s acidbased paper will probably last only for fifty
to one hundred years or so. Even worse,
toner used by modern laser printers and
photocopy machines will only last ten to
twenty years although the paper itself will
last longer. Nobody will be able to read
the paper documents if the toner has
faded.
Archival quality paper with high-quality ink
will last more than 100 years, but such ink
is not readily available for computer printers. Would you want to write your entire
genealogy by hand? Using a fountain pen?
Microfilm has been the medium of choice
for years but is now disappearing. If you
delay for another ten or twenty years, you
probably will be unable to purchase new,
unexposed microfilm, even if you can find
a museum that still has a working microfilm camera. Besides, microfilm has never
been a very good solution for a private
individual with only a few hundred pages
to preserve. Due to the expense of the
film and the equipment, microfilm has
been a reasonable solution only for larger
organizations with millions of pages to
preserve. Those organizations are now all
moving away from microfilm.

An article in the Chronicle of Higher Education a few years ago illustrates the problems involved in archiving contemporary
records. As part of his legacy, novelist
John Updike left behind floppy disks at
Harvard’s Houghton Library. The library
now has approximately 50 three-and-a-half
and five-and-a-quarter-inch floppy disks —
artifacts from late in the author’s career
when he, like many of his peers, began
using a word processor. These weren’t
Windows or Macintosh or MS-DOS machines. They were proprietary format
disks used by the dedicated word processors that were popular in the 1980s and
early 1990s but have now disappeared.
I suspect that this is not a serious problem
for Updike’s books. After all, there are
many copies of his books still available on
paper that will probably last many more
years. The Houghton Library has plenty of
time to create archival copies digitally
from the printed books. The potential for
loss involves his personal notes and revisions, the items that were never published.
Harvard isn’t the only university puzzling
over new media from old — and not-soold — masters. Emory University recently
received four laptops, an external hard
drive, and a Palm Treo personal digital assistant from Salman Rushdie. The University of Texas at Austin recently acquired a
series of Zip disks and a laptop containing
Norman Mailer’s files.
(Continued on page 3, Preservation)
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President’s Message
Dear Friends,
It’s that time of the year when with the best of intentions we each resolve ourselves to settle, sort out, solve, fix,
straighten, deal with, put right or rectify something. Regardless of the focus of your personal resolutions, your goals for
the New Year, I wish you well and much success.
Likewise, I wish the Marshfield Area Genealogy Group continued success in the New Year and in everything that it
does for you, your fellow members and the genealogy community as a whole. But just as you gave thought to your
New Year resolutions, so should we as a group, come together, give thought too, and establish our organizational goals
for the New Year. We can keep plugging along doing that “same old, same old,” but at our January meeting let’s
take a bit of time after the program to discuss new possibilities for the group, and then chart a course to accomplish
them during this new calendar year.
Programs for the New Year are still being developed based on your earlier suggestions but our January and February
meetings are set. Our January 22nd meeting will include a private showing of the newly opened Marshfield Historical
Preservation Association display, “Lest We Forget,” in the room adjoining the Beebee Forum Room where we meet.
Then in February, Vickie and I will share some of the highlights we gleaned while attending the Federation of Genealogical Societies and RootsTech 2015 Conference in Salt Lake City. I’m looking forward to attending that conference,
and expect that Vickie and I will have lots to share when we return.
I look forward to seeing you throughout this New Year. Good luck with all your genealogical pursuits.
As Always,

Schnitz
MAGG Officers and Committees
President: Don Schnitzler (2015)
Vice President: Jennifer Witzel (2016)
Secretary: Holly Schnitzler (2016)
Treasurer: Noreen Moen (2015)
Member at Large: Lorraine Rogers (2015)
Member at Large: (2016)
Newsletter Editor: Vickie Schnitzler
Program: Don Schnitzler
Membership: Jennifer Witzel
(Year office expires is in parentheses.)

Membership Information

The Marshfield Area Genealogy Group is an

affiliate of the Wisconsin State Genealogical
Society.
Our purpose is to provide meetings and
programs of genealogical interest and to
provide instruction in genealogical procedures. Also to collect, preserve, and disseminate genealogical data found in the
Marshfield area and/or relative to the people of the Marshfield Area.
Meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the
month except November and December.

Our membership year is from May 1 to April 30. Individual membership per year is $12.00 and a
Family membership is $15.00 per year. For hardcopy newsletter add $6.
Membership Forms can be downloaded from our website http://www.marshfieldgenealogy.com/ and
returned with payment to us at: MAGG, P.O. Box 337, Marshfield, WI 54449.
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Even NASA had problems with keeping readable
backup copies. The agency had 2,500 2-inch wide
magnetic tapes full of pictures from the lunar missions, enough to fill a good-sized truck. Assembled
on pallets, the required storage space was 10 feet
wide, 20 feet long and 6 feet high. Most of the pictures had never been seen by the public, and no
backup copies existed on any media. These obsolete tapes were the only copies available.
There was but one problem: the tapes could only
be played back on FR-900 Ampex tape drives. Only
a few dozen of the machines had been made for the
military. The $330,000 tape drives were electronic
behemoths, each 7 feet tall and weighing nearly a
ton. Worst of all, both NASA and the military had
scrapped their FR-900 Ampex tape drives years
ago. There was not a single working FR-900 Ampex
tape drive left on the face of the earth.
So, how will you preserve your information? From
http://blog.eogn.com/2014/12/03/a-preservationproblem/
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A Follow-up Comment to “A Preservation Problem”
By Dick Eastman, December 4, 2014

Having one cloud-based file storage service go out
of business should never be a problem for a person
who wishes to preserve data safely.
Storing a single copy anywhere, even on paper, is
always high risk. Archivists and data processing professionals often talk about the need to have multiple
copies stored in multiple locations. That way, the
loss of any singe copy for any reason (fire, flood,
bankruptcy, and so on) should never be anything
more than an inconvenience.
I wrote about that a few months ago at http://
blog.eogn.com/2014/09/23/the-easy-way-to-storebackups-on-multiple-online-services-with-couldhq/

(For additional comments to “A Preservation Problem”,
go to http://blog.eogn.com/2014/12/03/a-preservationproblem/)

(Also see “A Follow-up to A Preservation Problem” at
the top of the next column.)

--------------------------------------------------------------------------Dennis & Betsy Suckow, 1308 E. 18th Street, MarshMember Surnames
field, WI 54449, dbsuckow@frontier.com or
David Pratt, 10492 S. Washington Avenue, MarshBetsy.Suckow1@gmail.com. SUCKOW, HORT,
field, WI 54449, Email: dapratt@tds.net
HOUSTREN, LIERMOUW, BROOKS,
Researching: PRATT
SCHNEIDER, BUSS, WALLNITZ.
Linda (Joliette) Schmitt, 303 Depot, Greenwood,
Lori Belongia, 808 E. 9th St., Marshfield, WI 54449.
WI 54437, Email: Linda.schmitt@gmail.com
lbelongia@marshfieldlibrary.org, BELONGIA,
Researching: JOLIVETTE (dit Mitron), JOHNBELANGER, WHITING, COLSON, LINDSAY,
SON, VALLIQUETTE, PETERSON, OTIS,
BERGEVVAIN/BERGEVIN, FORCIER, LADE,
GILBERT, McKINSTRY, KEINTOP
OTTERSTEIN, ENGEL, ROWELL, HALE,
CARRIVEAU, KUENNEN, SCHUURMANNS.
Lorraine Rogers, 2319 Pecan Parkway, Marshfield,
WI 54449. lrogers2319@charter.net, VOIGHT,
DRACKLEY, REIDEL.

Noreen (McGowan) Moen, P.O. Box 977, Marshfield, WI 54449, drimo@tznet.com. TRENURTH,
BAILEY, McGOWAN.

Elaine (Scheper) Hansen, 1801 Woodsview Dr.,
Marshfield, WI 54449, rlhansen@charter.net.
SCHEPER, STAADT, PODRATZ, CLAUS,
WEHNKE, STRUBEL.

Page 4

Kith and Kin

Volume 31 Issue 5

Page 5

Page 6

Kith and Kin

Volume 31 Issue 5

Page 7

Page 8

Kith and Kin

(from: http://www.ancestry.com/cs/Satellite?c=Learning_C&childpagename=USLearningCenter%2FLearning_C%
2FPageDefault&pagename=LearningWrapper&cid=1265125886953) Thanks to MAGG member, Jen Witzel for sharing this link!

Volume 31 Issue 5

Chart of Cousins (from: http://flowingdata.com/category/projects/data-underload/)

(continued from previous page)
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Christmas in Marshfield, Wisconsin, 1882 and 1894
From the Recorder Column, Marshfield News Herald, December 23, 1944

Christmas was given scant attention in Marshfield’s
weekly newspaper of 62 years ago, and although undoubtedly religious services were held in observance
of the day, not a single reference to this form of
celebration s found in The Marshfield Times of December 23, 1882. The copy is contained in the oldest of the newspaper volumes in the News-Herald
files, and is No. 5 of Volume IV.

The Marshfield Times of 50 years ago carried notices
of services at two churches, and the items,
“Christmas services at all churches,” besides several
articles on the significance of Christmas, and numerous advertisements, calling attention to the holiday
and extending greetings, The Marshfield News in
1894 published the following notices on page 1 of its
last issue before Christmas:

Another oddity in that issue, from the present-day
viewpoint, is that only one of the 22 local advertisers
called attention to the holiday. This was the firm of
Hinman and Miner, with the following notices: “A
nice assortment of Christmas and New Year cards
at Miner & Hinman’s” and “Tickets for the Christmas Dance in Hinman’s Hall for sale at Miner and
Hinman’s.” The only greeting found in the paper
was the following in the news column: “We wish all
of our patrons and everyone else a Merry Christmas
and hope we may enjoy the same.”

“On Christmas morning at St. John’s Catholic
Church there will be High Mass at 5 o’clock and sermons in German and English. At 8 o’clock a.m.
there will Low Mass. At 10 a.m. there will be a High
Mass and German sermon. Sister Romulda will play
the organ at two High Masses, at 5 a.m. and 10 a.m.
and John M. Stauber’s orchestra will be present. In
the evening at 7:30 there will be a Vespers and
Benediction. The collection on Christmas will be for
the support of ecclesiastical students of the diocese
of LaCrosse.

In the succeeding issue, the following items appeared: “Mr. Wm. Smith was made happy Sunday
morning Dec. 24th. ‘Twas a boy. Mother and son
are doing well...W. H. Upham and M. H. Wheeler
each received a Christmas present from the employees at the office and the store of the fir of C. M.
Upham and Bro...Mr. Frank Hinman, son of W. G.
Hinman, who has been attending school at Carroll
College, Waukesha, is spending the holidays is
Marshfield...Miss May Morley, sister of Ed Morley,
who is at work in The Times office, visited Marshfield this week and attended the Christmas
Party...There was lots of fun at the residence of Geo.
Ingalls last Saturday evening. All the old married
men and women and unmarried maids and bachelors
held a Christmas party, decorating a tree and had a
picnic supper, after which they had a regular old
“wake” until the clock proclaimed the time of midnight, when the fun instantly ceased and that sanctimonious peace and quiet reigned that is so becoming
to the true
Christian. After bidding each other goodnight they
stole silently away, happy and well pleased with the
evening’s sport.”
*
*
*

“At the new Scandinavian-Lutheran church which
will be ready for occupancy by the first of next
week. It has been arranged to have a Christmas tree
for the little folks on Christmas eve. Special Christmas services will be held in the church on Christmas
morning at 11 o’clock.
*
*
*
“Monday evening a Christmas tree for the children
and a programme of dialogues, declamations and
songs will be rendered at the Lutheran church, commencing at 7 o’clock. On Christmas day there will
be confession at 9:30 a.m., regular Christmas services at 10 a.m. and communion at 11:15 a.m.
“At the German Evangelical Zion’s church, a Christmas tree will be given the little ones on Christmas
evening. Services will be held on Christmas day at
10 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.
“There will be a Christmas tree at the German Evangelical St. Paul church on the evening of Christmas
day, the 25th, and a very nice program of songs and
declamations has been arranged. Regular Christmas
services will be held in the church on the morning of
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the 26th at 9 o’clock.
*

NEW CELEBRITIES GET THE EXPERIENCE
OF A LIFETIME ON NEW SEASON OF
“WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE?” ON
TLC

*

*

“A grand Christmas entertainment is be arranged to
be held at the Presbyterian church on Christmas
eve. A Christmas tree loaded down with presents
will be the chief attraction. Misses Arlie Cass and
Faye Chase are arranging a cantata entitled, “Judge
Santa Clause,” in which fifty children will take part.
Another feature will be a chorus of twelve boys.
And Santa Claus will be there himself. Christmas
services will be held at the church on the Sunday
following Christmas. There will be a full orchestra
and chorus of male voices.
“There will be a Christmas tree for the children of
the Episcopal Sunday School at Guild Hall on Monday afternoon from 4 to 6 o’clock p.m. On Christmas morning there will be Holy Communion ad
Christmas services at 10 o’clock.
Editor’s Note: This is a special find
as it is will
one be
of athe
main docu“There
Christmas
tree at the Methodist
menters
of
those
who
lived The
in our
church on Monday evening.
program will concity
during
this
time
period.
sist of a chorus by the SundayPlease
School children, singremember
that theclass,
1890 prayer
U.S. Feding
by Mrs. Borgia’s
by Rev. Borgia and
eral
Census
for
the
most
part
was
songs and recitations by the little ones. Santa Claus
destroyed
fire.
will
then fill by
thea stockings.
Christmas services will be
held at the M. E. church on next Sunday.
End of article.

* * * * * * *

Who Do You Think You Are?: Season
Six Debuts on TLC
From Dick Eastman’s Blog · December 17, 2014

TLC has announced that the
U.S. version of
Who Do You
Think You Are?
will return for a
new season on
February 24th.
The eight new
episodes will include celebrities Julie Chen, Angie Harmon, Sean
Hayes, and Bill Paxton. Here is the announcement
from TLC:

All-new season set to premiere February 24
The two-time Emmy nominated series is back with
eight new hour-long episodes and a brand new batch
of celebrity contributors. Executive Produced by Lisa
Kudrow and Dan Bucatinsky, WHO DO YOU THINK
YOU ARE? continues to shed light on the mysterious,
and often surprising, family histories of some of
America’s famous faces. The season premieres Tuesday, February 24 at 10/9c.
Today TLC announces half of the featured celebrity
contributors in the upcoming season, which includes:
· Julie Chen, who brings the series to China for the
first time ever and learns about her grandfather’s
brave and generous contributions to his country.
· Angie Harmon, who meets a family member she
didn’t know existed, and learns that he fought under
George Washington.
· Sean Hayes, who travels to Ireland to learn more
about his father’s side of the family.
· Bill Paxton, who reads captivating first-hand accounts of wartime battles in which his four times
great grandfather was involved, and walks in his footsteps at the site where he fought a battle in the
American Revolution.
Ancestry, the world’s largest online family history
resource, is teaming up again with TLC as a sponsor
of the upcoming season. As part of the show sponsorship, Ancestry provides exhaustive family history
research on each of the featured celebrities, which is
used to build out the story of each episode.
Last summer’s season of WHO DO YOU THINK YOU
ARE? averaged 1.4M P2+ viewers. The series is produced for TLC by Shed Media and Is or Isn’t Entertainment, and is based on an original format created
by Wall to Wall Media and Alex Graham. More information can be found at TLC.com/WDYTYA.
‘Like’ Who Do You Think You Are? on Facebook.com/
WDYTYA and follow @WDYTYA on Twitter.

Irish Genealogical Research Society adds more records to the
Early Irish Marriage Index
From Dick Eastman’s Blog—December 18, 2014

The Irish Genealogical Research Society’s Early Irish
Marriage Index has been updated again. With the
addition of over 4,000 new entries, it now contains
62,065 records (from alternative sources for marriages) noting approximately 139,000 names of
brides, grooms and their parents.
This particular update has drawn new material from
the Registry of Deeds and from the surviving manuscript and published indexes to Church of Ireland
Marriage Licence Bonds (MLB) from the diocese of
Cloyne, Kildare and Elphin among others. MLBs not
infrequently include marriage licences issued to Roman Catholic couples who wished to ensure that
their union was legal, particularly so in the eighteenth century.
This database is still being added to and new records are uploaded every month. It is available freeto-all at: http://www.irishancestors.ie/?p=6207.
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(From http://blog.eogn.com/2014/12/18/irish-genealogicalresearch-society-adds-more-records-to-the-early-irishmarriage-index/)

Upcoming Meetings
January 22, 2015

"Lest We Forget" Military Museum. Museum project manager, Shirley Mook, will
give a private showing of the recently reopened military display honoring Marshfield Veterans for their service in America military conflicts. We’ll start in the Beebee Forum Room,
lower level of the Marshfield Public Library at 7:00 p.m.

February 26, 2015

“Highlights of the 2015 Roots Tech and FGS Conference, Salt Lake City,
Utah – Tidbits and What Not to Help Your Genealogical Research” presented
by Don & Vickie Schnitzler in the Beebee Forum Room, lower level of the Marshfield Public Library at 7:00 p.m.

March 26, 2015

Watch our website for upcoming details

April 23, 2015

Watch our website for upcoming details
Meetings of the Marshfield Area Genealogy Group are regularly held at 7:00 p.m. on
the fourth Thursday of each month at the Marshfield Public Library downstairs in the
Beebee Forum Room, except July (month of our family picnic) and November & December (no meetings) unless otherwise specified.
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