
105 W 3rd Street 
Architectural Style: Other Vernacular 

The Doege Building 

 

Built in 1901-02 on Lot 4 of Block 80, 108 W. 3rd Street, this was the first office built by Dr. 

Karl W. Doege, one of the founders of the Marshfield Clinic, and Dr. Walter Sexton. It was 

moved to its current location when the Purdy School was built in 1919/1920 & then served as 

the city’s Chamber of Commerce & public restrooms. The rectilinear brick building has a hip 

roof with 3 dormer windows, & a turret with octagonal roof at one corner. The continuous hori-

zontal bands reflect the 3 stories. The recessed entrance has the original entry with transom 

above; all entry windows now infilled. Windows on the west & north sides are slightly arched, 

some half infilled with brick, & have protruding sills; there is one infilled window on the wall 

just beyond the turret. The decorative banding below the roofline is brightly painted for its cur-

rent usage.  

 

 



Dr. K. W. Doege, of Thorp, has opened an office in this city.  

(from The Marshfield News and Wisconsin Hub, Marshfield, Wisconsin, 10 Apr 1890, 

Thu  •  Page 5, col. 2) 

—————— 

Dr. K. W. Doege and wife returned from their wedding tour on Monday and were the recipients 

of many congratulations. They will move into the Anton Brost house next week.  

(from The Marshfield News and Wisconsin Hub, Marshfield, Wisconsin, 04 Jun 1891, 

Thu  •  Page 8, col. 3)  

—————— 

K W. DOEGE Physician and Surgeon. Office in Nick's block, opposite post office. Central 

Ave., up stairs. Marshfield. Wisconsin.  

(from The Marshfield News and Wisconsin Hub, Marshfield, Wisconsin, 04 Jun 1891, 

Thu  •  Page 8, col. 1)  

—————— 

Dr. K.W. Doege Story Marshfield Story—Vol. 2 

“In mid-February 1892 the doctor [Doege] purchased a span of black driving horses, as fine a 

team as any in the state.  And two months later, the framework for his new residence on the 

southeast corner of Third Street and Chestnut Avenue (Purdy School site) was completed.  That 

was across the street from Dr. Hayward’s house.  K.W. Doege’s roots were firmly planted in 

Marshfield…” 

(from the Marshfield Story—Vol. 2: Windows to Our Past, page 49, col. 1, paragraph 2) 

—————— 

Dr. Doege purchased the fine span of blacks that Charley Foster brought up from below a few 

days ago and thinks he has a fine a driving team as any in the state.  They are beauties. 

(from Marshfield Times, Marshfield, Wisconsin, Fri, Feb 19, 1892 – Page 3)  

—————— 

Dr. Doege moved into his new and elegant residence, corner of Fifth and Walnuts streets, last 

Monday.  The doctor has a very convenient and pleasant home. 

(from Marshfield Times, Marshfield, Wisconsin, Fri, Jun 24, 1892 – Page 3, col. 1)  

—————— 

K. W. DOEGE, Physician and Surgeon. Office in Hume block, up stairs. Central avenue, 

Marshfleld, Wis. 

(from The Marshfield News and Wisconsin Hub, Marshfield, Wisconsin, 19 Aug 1897, 

Thu  •  Page 1, col. 2)  

—————— 

Dr. Doege purchased the house and two lots adjoining his property this week of Jos. Bruckert.  

Consideration $950.00.  Mr. Bruckert thinks some of engaging in farming. 

(from Marshfield Times, Marshfield, Wisconsin, Fri, Aug 27, 1897 – Page 13, col. 1 )  

—————— 

 

WORK OF THE COUNCIL 

——- 

They Fix Salaries, Grant Telephone Franchise and Transact Other Important Business. 
 

The Council met in regular session on Thursday evening of last week and disposed of a big cal-

endar of business.  The first to attract their attention was the report of the committee to whom 

was referred the proposed ordinance granting a telephone franchise to Dr. K. W. Doege and R. 

L. Kraus.  With a few amendments, the committee reported favorable and as amended, the fran-

chise was granted. 

(from Marshfield Times, Marshfield, Wisconsin, Fri, Feb 11, 1898 – Page 5 , col. 3 )  

—————— 



Dr. K. W. Doege will begin the erection of his new brick office building on Third street in a 

short time.  The front will be of pressed brick and the building will be a model structure. 

(from Marshfield Times, Marshfield, Wisconsin, Fri, Oct 4, 1901 – Page 9, col. 2 )  

—————— 

Dr. K. W. Doege moved into his new office building Thursday. 

& 

Attorneys W. A. & E. C. Pors will occupy the office rooms formerly used by Dr. Doege. 

(from Marshfield Times, Marshfield, Wisconsin, Fri, Feb 21, 1902 – Page 5 , col. 1 )  

—————— 

 

Park Avenue Sales 

There is a lively activity in the sale of Park avenue real estate this season and that popular sec-

tion of the city is improving rapidly.  John P. Hume who owns the addition has recently sold a 

lot to M. A. Leahy who will build this season, and a five acre tract to Dr. K. W. Doege who will 

erect a handsome home next year. 

(from Marshfield Times, Marshfield, Wisconsin, Fri, Jul 31, 1903 – Page 1, col. 2 )  

—————— 

 

Charles Nunnear was injured Tuesday while unloading stone at the new residence of Dr. K. W. 

Doege.  One of his fingers was so badly crushed that he will be laid up for some time. 

(from Marshfield Times, Marshfield, Wisconsin, Fri, Apr 14, 1905 – Page 7, col. 2 )  

—————— 

 

T.F. Vannedom left last Tuesday for West Bend, Ind., where he will attend the W. O. Jackson 

auction sale of Holstein-Friesian cattle which was held in that city Wednesday.  Mr. Vannedom 

is the owner of a large herd of this breed of cattle and it is his intention to make purchases at the 

above sale if opportunity affords.  He will also visit Chicago on his trip where he will interview 

Van Ryn & De Gelleke, the architects who drew up the plans for the new residence of Dr. 

Doege which Mr. Vannedom has the contract for building. 

(from Marshfield Times, Marshfield, Wisconsin, Fri, Apr 28, 1905 – Page 7, col. 3 )  

—————— 

 

Dr. and Mrs. Karl W. Doege entertained at cards Wednesday evening at their elegant home on 

Park Avenue.  Cinch was the game played and fifteen tables contested for the honors. 

(from Marshfield Times, Marshfield, Wisconsin, Wed, Jan 30, 1907 – Page 7, col. 1 )  

—————— 

 

SANITARY MATTRESS AND HAMMOCK CO. 

 

The Sanitary Mattress and Hammock Co., capitalized at $50,000 was organized here last week, 

the stock holders being Hon. Fred Vollmar, C. H. Stuck, Dr. K. W. Doege, and Chas. Engstrand 

of Ogema.  The new company has purchased the plant of the Marshfield Bedding company, 

which was recently sold at receiver’s sale to the Union Mortgage, Loan and Trust Co., of Eau 

Claire, and will manufacture a line of goods somewhat similar to that put out by the bedding 

plant heretofore, making a specialty of the porch swing and hammock which has become such a 

popular thing the past two years.  The stock holders are all men of the best business judgment, 

and long and successful experience, and under the able management of Mr. Stuck they will 

build up a business that will become one of the city’s industrial mainstays. 



 

The formation of this new company is in no sense a re-organization of the defunct Marshfield 

Bedding company, and Dr. Doege and Mr. Engstrand were not stockholders in that company.  

The gentlemen who are behind the new movement are embarking in an enterprise which bids 

fair to restore to the city one of its best industries and they deserve every measure of encourage-

ment and assistance that local people can offer them.  The “knocker” spirit which has already 

been manifested from an unimportant source, is a luxury that the city cannot afford at the pre-

sent time, and those whose duty it is to “boost” should curb petty enmity and join the movement 

for a greater Marshfield. 
 

Mr. Stuck, who is the dominant factor in the new company, would prefer to operate the plant 

here but has stated that if he finds it for the best interests of the business he will move it to one 

of the several cities which are strenuously bidding for it.  The company has ample capital to op-

erate on a liberal scale and will be a large employer of labor, larger than the old concern has 

been for a number of years. 

(from Marshfield Times, Marshfield, Wisconsin, Wed, Nov 9, 1910 – Page 1, col. 2 )  

—————— 

 

“Drs. Doege and Sexton” is the firm name adopted by Dr. K. W. Doege of this city and Dr. 

Walter Sexton, who has returned to Marshfield after several years at Baltimore completing his 

study of medicine.  Dr. Sexton has had extensive practice in surgery in Baltimore hospitals. 

(from Marshfield Times, Marshfield, Wisconsin, Wed, Sep 16, 1914 – Page 5, col. 3)  

—————— 

 

WANTED— By April 1—a man for general work around house, garden and private garage.  

Dr. Karl Doege 

(from Marshfield Times, Marshfield, Wisconsin, Wed, Mar 27, 1918 – Page 7, col. 2)  

—————— 

 

Many investors are figuring on the problem of moving the brick building formerly occupied by 

Dr. Doege as an office, which is located on the new school site and will be sold to the highest 

bidder the last of the month, to be removed within fifteen days.  The building is desirable and 

the bidding will be brisk despite the expense of moving. 

(from Marshfield Times, Marshfield, Wisconsin, Wed, Apr 30, 1919 – Page 7, col. 5)  

—————— 

 

DOEGE BUILDING TO BE MOVED TO STATE BANK SITE.  

——- 

A contract was let last week to B L. Vaughn & Son of Stevens Point for moving the Doege of-

fice building, acquired by the school board in the purchase of the Doege lot for the enlargement 

of the Vocational school site, to the rear of the State bank, where it will be used for Chamber of 

Commerce and restroom purposes. The contract price was given as $1,610. The money for this 

undertaking is being raised by popular subscriptions.  

 

The contract includes an agreement that the building be restored in its new location to practi-

cally the same condition as before moving.  



The contractors expect to have their moving apparatus on the ground this week.  

 

It is understood the State bank has generously granted free use of the land so long as it is used 

for public purposes, subject to its needs.  

(from The Marshfield News and Wisconsin Hub, Marshfield, Wisconsin, 29 May 1919, Thu  •  Page 10) 

—————— 

 

DOEGE RE-ELECTED HEAD OF HOSPITAL  

——— 

Milbee And Sexton Chosen For Other Offices at Annual Meeting  

——— 

Dr. K. W. Doege, president of The Marshfield Clinic, is president and chief-of-staff of St. Jo-

seph’s hospital, having been re-elected at the annual meeting of the staff this week. The other 

officers elected at the meeting are: vice-president, Dr. H. H. Milbee; secretary, Dr. W. G. Sex-

ton.  
 

The following committees were also named: Executive committee Dr. K. W. Doege, Dr. James 

Vedder, Dr. R. P. Potter, Sister M. Margaret and Sister M. Agatha.  
 

Interne committee Dr. W. G. Sexton, Dr. Paul Doege, Dr. Harry Vedder, Sister M. Margaret 

and Sister M. Cosma.  
 

Record committee Dr. K. W. Doege, Dr. L. A. Copps and Sister M. Clarina.  
 

Committee on nursing Dr. H. H. Milbee, Dr. W. G. Sexton, Dr. Harry Vedder, Sister M. Agatha 

and Sister M. Dorothy. 

(from Marshfield News-Herald, Marshfield, Wisconsin, 14 Jan 1932, Thu  •  Page 6, col. 3) 

—————— 

DR. K. W. DOEGE DIES; HEART ATTACK        

FATAL TO EMINENT SURGEON 

——— 

PRACTICED HERE OVER 40 YEARS 

——— 

Deceased Headed Marshfield Clinic and St. Joseph 

Hospital Staff 

——— 

FINAL RITES THURSDAY 

——— 

Dr. K. W. Doege, president of The Marshfield Clinic, 

chief-of-staff at St. Joseph's hospital and former presi-

dent of The Wisconsin Surgical society, succumbed to a 

heart attack at his home, 309 Park Avenue, shortly be-

fore 9 o'clock this morning.  He was 65 years old.  
 

Dr. Doege had suffered from ill health since June 10, a 

few weeks following his return from an extended stay in 

Europe where he studied the treatment of cancer, and 

since that time was confined to his bed. His condition 

rapidly grew worse during the past few days.  
 

 

 



Members of the family were present when he died. They said the doctor had not been fully con-

scious during the few days before his death.  
 

The Rev. M. R. Laird will officiate at funeral services in the Doege home at 2 o'clock Thursday 

afternoon. The remains will be entombed in the family mausoleum in Hillside cemetery.  
 

Out of respect to his memory, the Marshfield Clinic will be closed all day Thursday.  
 

In City Over 40 Years  

State-wide renown as a surgeon came to Dr. Doege through the success that attended the prac-

tice he established in Marshfield more than 40 years ago.  
 

Out of this practice and a partnership with other local surgeons and physicians the Marshfield 

Clinic grew, attaining a position of unusual prominence in the medical world, a mecca alike for 

the ailing and for knowledge seeking surgeons and medical students, attracted from all points of 

the state by the skill of Dr. Doege and his colleagues.  
 

In the public mind Dr. Doege has long been regarded as a most skillful and versatile surgeon, 

operating, with equal facility on every part of the body. His operating room experience was 

constantly being supplemented with extensive research experiments and investigations at lead-

ing medical centers in the United States and in Europe. He is credited with having performed 

most delicate and astounding operations.  
 

One of the members of the American College of Surgeons, Dr. Doege also was a member of 

The American Medical association, The Wisconsin Medical society, The Wisconsin Surgical 

society and The Ninth Councillor Medical society. As a member of the German Surgical society 

he made 13 trips to Berlin during his career to attend and lecture at meetings of that organiza-

tion. He also attended meetings of the German Society of Internal Medicine, the most recent of 

which was held at Wiesbaden during his last sojourn in Europe.  
 

Born In Germany  

Dr. Doege, born in Germany April 22, 1867, received his education in the common schools of 

his native land and came to the United States with his parents when he was 14 years old. At 

Milwaukee he devoted four years to study in a seminary for teachers. While teaching the Ger-

man language in a public school at St. Paul he revealed a predilection for medicine and surgery. 

He received his M. D. degree at the Western Reserve School of Medicine in Cleveland in 1890 

and immediately began the practice of his profession in Marshfield.  
 

Dr. Doege gave immutable attention to his profession and throughout his career the amount of 

work he accomplished was fabulous. During his earlier years he performed many operations at 

his then comparatively modern establishment on West Third street. His office building occupied 

part of the present site of the Purdy school and later was moved across the street where it now is 

being used as a public rest room and headquarters for the Marshfield Commercial Club.  
 

Through Dr. Doege's eminence as a surgeon and physician Marshfield and central Wisconsin 

residents have for years found open for them an avenue of relief, away from the large popula-

tion centers. He won wide acclaim even in his earlier years and his surgical skill brought fre-

quent demands for his services from doctors in other cities.  
 

Formed Clinic  

In 1917 Dr. Doege, with six other surgeons and physicians, organized the Marshfield Clinic, an 

association of which he has always been president. One of his greatest ambitions was realized 

in the construction of the new clinic building with its elaborate and complete equipment for di- 



agnosing and treating human ailments. Through his constant efforts in this direction definite 

progress has also marked the development of St Joseph's hospital in this city. Much of the 

equipment and special facilities found in this institution for the care of medical and surgical pa-

tients was installed under his direction.  
 

So constant was the demand for his services, and so eager was he to advance his knowledge of 

medical and surgical science, that little time remained for Dr. Doege to devote attention or en-

ergy to civic affairs, although he never declined to be of whatever assistance he could in that 

respect.  
 

He possessed a high appreciation for music and when Marshfield several years ago became af-

filiated with the Civic Music association he became president of the local concert unit.  
 

Street Bears His Name As a mark of respect and tribute to his leadership the common council 

selected his name for one of the city's streets.  
 

Dr. Doege in 1891 married Miss Frieda Walz, of Cleveland, Ohio. They had two sons. Dr. Karl 

H. Doege and Dr. Paul Doege, both members of the Marshfield Clinic, who have been closely 

associated with their father in the practice of their profession. Mrs. Doege died in 1927. Two 

years ago, on November 4, Dr. Doege married Miss Elizabeth Myerhoff, the ceremony taking 

place in Hildesheim, Germany. She survives him. Dr. Doege s only brother, Herman Doege, of 

Thorp, died in St. Joseph's hospital here several days ago.  
 

The family requests that flowers be omitted.   

(from Marshfield News-Herald, Marshfield, Wisconsin, 28 Jun 1932, Tue  •  Page 1, col. 6-8 & 

page 2, col. 8)  

—————— 



MARSHFIELD CLINIC IS MEDICAL CENTER 

———  

Dr. K. W. Doege Established Institution 21 Years Ago 

in City 

——— 

A monument to the life work of the late Dr. K. W. 

Doege is the Marshfield Clinic, established under his 

supervision in 1916.  
 

The present clinic is a corporation of 14 physicians 

and surgeons affiliated for group practice of medicine, 

each member a specialist in his own particular field.  
 

Throughout the 20 years of its existence the clinic has 

carried out the ideals of Dr. Doege, who believed that 

the doctors, by intimate association in their work, con-

stant study, and mutual assistance would gradually 

develop along well defined lines to a high standard of 

efficiency in their particular fields.  
 

The original group included Dr. Doege, Dr. H. H. Mil-

bee, Dr. V. A. Mason, Dr. R. P. Potter, Dr. William 

Hipke, and Dr. W. G. Sexton.  
 

As the clinic grew, rented quarters became outmoded, 

and in 1926 the Clinic building on S. Central avenue 

was erected. No expense is spared to provide the latest 

and best in equipment and apparatus for the treatment 

of patients.  
 

"Throughout central Wisconsin, the clinic has become 

known for its work in medical and surgical circles, and 

the quality of its staff, most of the members of which 

have had a portion of their training abroad.  
 

Present members of the clinic are Dr. R. P. Potter, Dr. 

W .G. Sexton, Dr. William Hipke, Dr Lyman A. 

Copps, Dr. J. B. Vedder, Dr. Karl Doege, Dr. H. A. 

Vedder, Dr. Paul Doege, Dr. F. A. Boeckman, Dr. G. L. McCormick, Dr. C. A. Vedder, Dr. A. 

L. Millard, Dr. R. S. Baldwin, Dr. Stephan Epstein.  
 

Of the six original members of the clinic, three have died, including the founder, and the others 

are still members. 

(from Marshfield News-Herald, Marshfield, Wisconsin, 24 Jun 1937, Thu  •  Page 41, col. 4 & 

5)  

 

Dr. K. W. Doege, founder of the Marshfield 

Clinic, served as its president until his death 

five years ago. His theories of group prac-

tice of medicine in a small community have 

been borne out by the success of his venture 

over a score of years.  



This is a plat map of the downtown area of Marshfield showing Block numbers and Lot numbers.  The property 

purchased by Dr. Doege for his Office building was located in Block 80, Lot 4.  On the next 3 pages are copies of 

the Sanborn Insurance Maps from 1884, 1887, 1891, 1898, 1904 and 1812 for Block 80. 

The Marshfield News and Wisconsin Hub,  

Marshfield, Wisconsin, 15 May 1919, Thu  •  Page 1  

The Marshfield News and Wisconsin Hub,  

Marshfield, Wisconsin, 22 May 1919, Thu  •  Page 1  

The Marshfield News and Wisconsin Hub,  

Marshfield, Wisconsin, 22 May 1919, Thu  •  Page 8  



1884 (Nov.) Sanborn 

Insurance Map, 

Marshfield, WI, Block 

80 

1887 (Oct.) Sanborn 

Insurance Map, 

Marshfield, WI, Block 

80 



1891 (Nov.) Sanborn 

Insurance Map, 

Marshfield, WI, Block 

80 

1898 (Jan.) Sanborn 

Insurance Map, 

Marshfield, WI, Block 

80 



1904 (June) Sanborn 

Insurance Map, 

Marshfield, WI, Block 

80 

1912 (Dec.) Sanborn 

Insurance Map, 

Marshfield, WI, Block 

80 



City of Marshfield, Tax Roll information for 1895.  Block 80, Lot 4 is owned by Chas. Smith 

City of Marshfield, Tax Roll information for 1911.  Block 80, Lot 4 is owned by Karl Doege. 
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18 Jun 1960, Sat  •  Page 5  



 

Marshfield News-Herald  

Marshfield, Wisconsin 

31 Oct 1962, Wed  •  Page 10  

Marshfield News-Herald  

Marshfield, Wisconsin 

05 Aug 1967, Sat  •  Page 3  

Marshfield News-Herald  

Marshfield, Wisconsin 
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Marshfield News-Herald, Marshfield, Wisconsin 
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Dr. Drach Chiropractic Office, 105 W 3rd St. 

Photo taken 1977 by Iris Rassmussen 
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Marshfield News-Herald  

Marshfield, Wisconsin 
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Marshfield News-Herald  
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Marshfield News-Herald  

Marshfield, Wisconsin 

16 Nov 1987, Mon  •  Page 16  

Office Building at 105 W 3rd St,  for Robert A. Craig, Lawyer, between 1987 and 2008. 
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 Marshfield News-Herald  

Marshfield, Wisconsin 

15 Jun 2013, Sat  •  Page A12  

Back to Bliss is still at the 105 W 3rd St. address as 

of January 9, 2020. 

Additional information on this property is available on the Wisconsin Historical Society at: 

https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Property/HI55476 

https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Property/HI55476

